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English’s linguistic descent
Indo-European

Germanic
Celtic
Italic
Slavic
Indo-Iranian
etc.

Proto-Indo-European English
*ghrebh- ‘to dig, bury, scratch’ grave, engrave
*meug- ‘slimy, slippery’ moist, mucus
*skreu- ‘to cut; a cutting tool’ shrew, scroll

(Calvert Watkins, The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots, 2011)
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English Swedish Gothic
tooth tand tunþus
live leva liban
many många manags

Proto-Germanic
*tanþ-, *tunþ- (m./f.)
*libēn
*managa
(Guus Kroonen, Etymological Dictionary of Proto-Germanic, 2013)
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English Dutch German
tooth tand Zahn
live leven leben
many menig manch
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English Frisian
egg aai
wind wyn
earth earde
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English Scots
narrow nairae
mother mither
bone bane
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English’s muddled history
Celtic languages!
Latin!
Norman French!
North Germanic languages!
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Middle English

English Anglo-Norman
cow, ox beef
sheep mutton
fowl poultry
pig, hog pork

A Gest of Robyn Hode,
written about 1450
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Modern English since 
about 1500 A.D.


